
PUGET SOUND BLOOD CENTER Terry at Madison Seattle, Washington 98104 Telephone 206-624-4676 

24 March 1976 

Dr .  V i c t o r  A. McKusick 
The Moore C l i n i c  
The Johns Hopkins Hosp i ta l  
601 Nor th Broadway 
Bal t imore, Maryland 21205 

Dear V i c t o r ,  

I could ha rd l y  b e l i e v e  my eyes when I received the  l a t e s t  vers ion  o f  
what i s  now supposed t o  be a repo r t  f rom t h e  Nomenclature Committee o f  the  
Workshop on Human Gene Mapping. Our committee met l a s t  A p r i l ,  a t  the  ex- 
pense o f  the Nat ional  Foundation, s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  i r o n  out  the problem o f  
enzyme nomenclature. That was our  charge from D r .  Bergsma, and t h a t  was 
the  whole bas is  f o r  our  two days o f  meetings i n  Ph i lade lph ia .  We d i d  no t  
deal w i t h  the  b lood groups and HLA types f o r  the  reasons o u t l i n e d  i n  the  
preamble o f  our repor t .  

A t  the  Ba l t imore  meeting l a s t  October, t h e  assembled group voted t o  
accept t h i s  committee's repor t ,  and a t  l e a s t  two j o u r n a l s  have subsequently 
adopted the  nomenclature as a standard f o r  authors. The American Journal  
o f  Human Genetics has a l ready  pub1 ished i t s  endorsement (page 99 of t he  
January, 1976 issue) and has s ta ted  ( i n  good f a i t h )  t h a t  t he  consensus re- 
p o r t  w i l l  be publ ished as a p a r t  o f  the  Ba l t imore  Conference. 

I t  was our  understanding t h a t  we were t o  consider  a l l  o f  t h e  enzymes 
c u r r e n t l y  under study f o r  genet ics  purposes, regard less o f  whether o r  not  
they had been assigned t o  a s p e c i f i c  chromosome. It i s  t o t a l l y  wrong t o  
quote our  committee as necessa r i l y  accept ing the  terminology f o r  non- 
enzyme pro te ins .  A l s o ,  there  a-rc>everal t m t c a l  e r r o r s - w h i c h  .made 
my-heart --"I_ ._ s ink ,  remembering the  number o f  hours i t  took t o  prepare our  re- 
p o r t  l a s t  summer be fore  i t  was f i n a l l y  f r e e  o f  such er ro rs .  As i t  now 
stands, t he  r e p o r t  i s  inaccurate,  d i f f i c u l t  t o  read, and incomplete. I 
can see no reason t o  leave out p e r f e c t l y  good enzymes - some o f  them gen- 
e t i c a l l y  polymorphic - j u s t  because t h e i r  l o c i  have n o t  y e t  been assigned 
t o  s p e c i f i c  chromosomes. 

I n  shor t ,  I am t o t a l l y  opposed t o  r e v i s i n g  a repo r t  which was accepted 
by vo te  and which has been adopted by j ou rna ls  under the  assumption t h a t  i t  
i s  t o  be publ ished i n  Human Gene Mapping 3. I hope t h a t  o the r  members o f  
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the committee w i l l  j o i n  me i n  u r g i n g  you not  t o  v i o l a t e  the  f r u i t s  o f  our 
labor. I n  s p i t e  o f  t h a t  h o r r i b l y  mixed metaphor, I f e e l  very s t r o n g l y  
about the  matter. Please t e l l  me you won't go through w i t h  the  r e v i s i o n !  

Most s incere ly ,  

E l o i s e  R. G i b l e t t ,  M.D. 

ERG/ep 

cc: D r .  H. H a r r i s  
D r .  E. Lovr ien 
D r .  P. Meera Khan 
D r .  W .  Mellman 
Dr .  C. P a r t r i d g e  
D r .  T. Shows 
D r .  D. Bergsma 


